
Standards-Referenced 

Report Card 
Everything you need to know in about 15 

minutes



Part 1…A bit of background

The brains behind the change



How did it all begin?

 What began as one committee led to hours of 
collaboration among teachers, administration, 
families, and school committee

 All members worked and reworked the document to 
where it is today 

 We knew we couldn’t include ALL standards so we 
used essential standards as set by the state and/or 
by our curriculum committees with the 
understanding that ALL standards will be taught, 
however only essential standards will be reported on



Rationale – Why the switch?

 A strong desire exists among teachers to 
align reporting practices with  instructional 
and assessment practices

 To promote equity in grading practices 
among teachers and grade levels

 A need for focus and clarity on students’ 
achievement of standards

 To create a clear measure of student  
progress



The heart of the report card

Part 2…let’s look deeper



Old vs. New
Traditional Report Card Standards-Referenced

Report Card

• Grades are averaged for  subject 
areas

• Student achievement measured 
by A, B, C, D,  numbers or S, E, N 
or S+++

• Does not clearly align to our 
curriculum

• Mix of achievement, attitude, 
effort and behavior adding into 
one grade

• Mastery towards specific 
standards are measured

• Student achievement measured 
by mastery level 
( 4, 3, 2, 1)

• Clear alignment to essential 
standards

• Achievement only one 
section/learner qualities in 
another



A new focus on 
Achievement/Learner Qualities

SEPARATE PARTS OF NEW REPORT CARD

 Achievement is what they can do(output)

 Learner qualities -showing different (yet just as 
important) information to families

 participation, working independently/cooperatively, 
putting effort into assignments—are reported 
separately from academic grades, so that teachers and 
parents can make distinctions between learning 
achievement and behavioral issues and learning 
strengths.



Learner Qualities Section

 Behaviors and work habits—e.g… listens 
and follows directions, participates in group 
discussions, stays on task when working 
independently or cooperatively, accepts 
responsibility for choices and behaviors, 
completes homework.

 These areas of learning will not influence 
the achievement grade.



Take a peek at the Learner 
Qualities

Learner Qualities T1 T2 T3

Shows respect towards students and adults

Demonstrates self-control 

Stays on task while working independently

Stays on task while working cooperatively

Makes effective use of time to produce quality work

Accepts responsibility for choices and behaviors

Transitions appropriately

Listens and follows directions

Seeks assistance when necessary

Participates in group discussions

Completes homework



Learner Qualities Evaluation Key
C - Consistently meets expectations without prompting

O – Often meets expectations 

I – Inconsistently meets expectations

R – Rarely meets expectations



Sample of Achievement Section



Evaluating Achievement 



In a nutshell

Part 3…the soul



Putting it Together

An overview

Want to see a real life 
copy you can read? 

Check our school website.



Speaking from the soul -
our new report card… 

 is an effective way to give feedback and evaluate 
students’ performances using clearly defined criteria

 provides useful feedback that students can use to 
improve their performance in specific areas

 will move us from 4 quarters to 3 trimesters in order to 
provide ample time to collect and evaluate student 
progress

 requires the school community to reframe their existing 
beliefs and expectations about grades...give it a try we 
believe you will find it makes sense



We move forward with the 
understanding that this 
document is not perfect and 
may require small changes 
with feedback from teachers 
and parents.



Still have questions? Have 
some ideas?

Contact us. Give us a call or send an email.

Email Kate Campbell at kcampbell@plainville.k12.ma.us or

Robin Roberts-Pratt at rrpratt@plainville.k12.ma.us

Look for additional resources on our website 

www.plainville.k12.ma.us
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